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Rites of Passage 


This is another story about my sister, who would 
I'm sure be astonished to learn that parts of her 
life are being related for the amusement of 
ctossdressers. 

When my sister was in grade seven, she asked 
my mother if she could wear nylons. Everyone in 
her class wore them, she complained (meaning, of 
course, every gir) in her class); only she was left 
in socks. This was pretty well true. I still remem- 
ber a picture of her class taken in the church hall 
and most of the other girls were wearing nylons; 
the only gitls who weren't were the timid 
wallflowers that no one noticed. My sister was 
never a wallflower, and she couldn't fail to notice 
the company she was keeping in this regard. 

My mother said no, you're too young. 

This was completely incomprehensible to my 
sister, and it probably seems a little quaint now, 
but in those days nylons were somewhat similar to 
make up: it was generally accepted that a girl 
ought to achieve a certain level of maturity before 
she could wear them. There seemed to be a fear 
that she would become a tart if she wasn’t old 
enough to handle their sensuality. 

In any case, as I said my sister was no 
wallflower. When she wanted something she was 
not one to submit easily to parental authority. For a 
week or two after my mother’s decision, my sister 
was given to much arguing and pouting and she 
succeeded by and large in making life a living hell 
for the entire family. 

I don’t remember how this issue was settled, but 
in the end my mother relented. For a little while 
afterwards, my sister wore her nylons every day. 
She wore them to school and she wore them to 
church. She even wore them when she was playing 
outside. On the whole, things had worked out 


rather well Gradually though, when that rite of pas- 
sage had passed, she wore them less often. They be- 


came another part of her wardrobe to be selected 
when desired. 

I don’t suppose my mother ever gave a thought 
to how this controversy over nylons would affect 
me, but as a sensitive and inquisitive boy, I said 
to myself: “What the heck was that all about?“ | 
had already dabbled in girls’ clothes, of course, and 
had like girls’ shoes for some time. | had even 
tetrieved my mother’s nylons from the bathroom 
several times and was astonished at how they felt. 
They were so delicate that I couldn’t imagine what 
they were like to wear. It was definitely time to 
find out. 

When | tried them on for the first time, I knew 
I was in trouble. I liked them very much and was 
pretty sure it was not something that was going to 
pass with time. This was especially so when I real- 
ized how well they suited girls’ shoes. Previwously 
I couldn’t decide whether to wear my sister’s shoes 
with socks or with nothing - neither seemed right. 


Page 2 


Nates tram the Underground 


Now this matter was settled forever, and I was 
beginning to understand how well all these clothe; 
suited each other. Soon enough, I wanted it all 

I've been wanting it all ever since, but I feel in 
some ways like my sister must have when my 
mother told her no. Except it’s the whole world tell 
ing me no. So when I do get a chance to wear 
my feminine clothes, J end up enjoying them like 
my sister enjoyed her first pair of nylons. You simp- 
ly don’t want to take them off. 

Unfortunately, whereas my sister went through 
this rite of passage, social pressures have kept me 
in a kind of arrested development. The rite of pas 
sage has become the battle of my life. It’s nice to 
play dress up, but I would prefer that my 
feminine clothes were simply a part of my 
wardrobe, to be selected when desired, and that I 
could get on with my life. 

Joyce Brothers once said: “We all dress to fulfil 
that unconscipus image of ourselves, not to please 
other men or women. So how nice it is if we can 
arrive at the image that makes us fee] well and 
satisfied, leaving us free to concentrate on other 
things, like reaching out to people around us, rather 
than turning inward, brooding on our own persons 
in fear that we aren’t what people want us to be." 

Amen. 


Ted 
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Into the 20th Century 


‘ieee had occasion to Peruse the latest copy of 
ee ry (issue 58), I am amazed at the changes 
at are occurring. Finally there seems to be move: 
dy beyond the usual walls of our culture with 
— of meeting and discussing with outside groups 
may be open to us and perhaps even with 
groups who, on the surface, would have nothing in 
common with us. I recall my friend Alison and I 


discussing these very issues one evening last summer. 


At the time we were caught up in the euphoria 
of the changes that were happening throughout the 
world, but both of us were quick to realize that 
these changes would be of short duration. Therefore, 
we as a culture have to catch that wave now or 
be left behind for another century or two. Which 
is why, I guess, | have been fanatical about the 
changes which are needed in our community. 

One of the major problems in western society is 
that we have no mythology of womyn being equal 
to men in our creation stories. From the outset, men 
in western society have acted as if womyn were to 
be tolerated rather than respected. We have to make 
ourselves as a whole more sympathetic and acces: 
sible to the womyn’s movement, while respecting 
their needs as we would like to have ours 
respected. Now is the time for us to tackle what | 
personally see in transgenderism as our biggest 
problem, inherent and rampant sexism. If we fail to 
address and overcome this problem, then we will 
never be accepted by those whom we wish to emu- 
late. How can the womyn’s movement accept us if 
we cannot overcome our own inner gender 
divisions? Without the womyn’s movement, we have 
no legitimacy, as men will never more than tolerate 
us. 
My biggest concern is why none of the national 
gatherings, such as “Coming Together“, “Be All 
You Can Be" or “Weekend in the Poconos“ have 
workshops to combat sexism. Why is IFGE or any 
of these famed organizations not doing mare to com: 
bat this problem or even doing anything? Is it be 
cause no matter what is said and done, we are still 
trying to hang on to our male privelages? Until we 
can overcome sexism that is bred into us from 
birth in this society, we will never be taken as an 
ally of the womyn’s movement. I understand that I 
may be more into feminism than most, but for me 
it is an evolutionary step not a revolutionary one. i 
have gone from a very insecure male to a self- 
respecting human being in a long and torturous jour: 
ney which was, in great part, made possible only 
because of my feminist friends. Therefore, I may be 
a bit more gung-ho than most about finding and 
staying on the right path, but this is where 1 am 
evolving. I must be able to integrate in myself the 
values that will make me more caring, supporting 
and nurturing. 

The unvarying drive to either go for the opera 
tion or to remain totally male when not dressed 
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only serves to keep each of us a prisoner of others 
expectations and narrowmindedness; not to mention 
prisoner of our frustrations. Ergo, androgyny for mea 
is the best I can hope for at this time. 

Why are we so confused? Maybe its because we 
are trying to fit into bones that are not of our 
own making. What is a TV or a TS? Everyone 
seems so focused on being that one thing, that one 
label that they can identify themselves with, even 
in our own group. Why? By trying to live up, 
even unconsciously, to all theca label, I am donying 
what I truly am. J am not ready for the operation, 
yet relate more to the transsexual ideal than to 
transvestism because it's a way to overcome limita 
tions imposed by society. Yet even with TS’s there 
seems to be this pressure to conform {to the image 
of what this is supposed to mean and sometimes 
this pressure is not even subtle. I understand that 
for some belonging, even tenuously, to this self- 
righteous group is important for their self-image, but 
not for mine, thank you. 

Agreeing with what is the accepted version of a 
transgendered person is the hard part since, for me, 
there is no acceptable version that will please 
everyone. There is enough pressure in my day to 
day life that I find it ironic and rather ludicrous to 
have more pressure put on me to conform to some- 
one else’s ideas of who or what I am. 

1 guess what really bugs me the most about our 
culture is the exalted place that Tri-Ess seems to 
hold. If ever there was a group which we should 
be trying to rid ourselves of, this is it| Their whole 
philosophy smacks of elitism and sexism. The “old 
time TV“ really is a relic of the past, or should 
be. Now is not the time for a Tri-Ess philosophy 
of hiding and furtiveness. We have reached a 
momentous time in world history where each group 
is staking their territory and demanding their 
freedom and acceptance. The way to achieve that is 
through living our lifestyle without shame. Tri-Ess 
doesn’t wish us to heal or be whole, but rather to 
continue in this mythical quest for male privilege. 
Their philosophy seems to revolve around who can: 
not become part of their club and how they are 
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“real women” unlike these G.G.s (genetic girls. They 
talk a good talk, but they can’t walk the walk. 
They espouse prejudice but they would have us 
believe that they stand for progress and under- 
standing between the genders. In short, I really 
can’t relate to them because they are anti-life rather 
than pro-life. 

1 am also getting tired of the lip service so 
many in our community give to life. Belief means 
becoming and living, not just this pseudo-liberalism. 
It means hanging in there even when no one else 
will walk with you. If means doing without anyone 
patting you on the back and telling you how great 
you are. If means standing up for yourself and for 
others, even for those who will not accept you. 

Where in our community is this belief fought 
for? Where are the leaders who are unwilling to 
give in to pettiness? Must they always leave in 
frustration and anger? The sorry fact of our com: 
munity {s that there are many people who could 
bring this community into the 20th century (this is 
how far back we are), but who would rather do 
their trip alone than be associated with Tri-Ess or 
that type of thinking. 

A lot of my friends don't understand why | 


keep railing about Tri-Ess when we are no longer of- 


ficlally associated with them. Maybe so, but there 
are the same attitudes, so that associated or not, we 
have become them. Just listen to how people talk. 
Don’t listen to the words, but listen instead to 
what they are selling. 

If we are to cross that gender line, then we 
have to learn what it really means to be that other 
gender. We have to share what they share and 
how they share it rather than try to impose our 
reality in theirs. We have to become them on their 
level and not ours. Anything else is pure bullshit, 
no matter what anyone says. 


Niki-Ress Aven 
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Chromosones and the Nurturing Mother 


This is a by-line for the newsletter: 

The Medical Post of September 17, 1991 reported 
on recent research developments in sex determination. 
A meeting of geneticists was recently held at Bar 
Harbor, Maine to discuss results of work done in 
London, England and Bar Harbor in identifying the 
tole of the Y chromosone. 

A tiny fragment of the Y chromosone when put 
into a mouse embryo can make a male out of a 
chromosonally female animal The basic body plan of 
mammals is female unless a smal] gene upsets the 
plan. 

This is listed as the SRY gene in humans and 
is less than 0.1 per cent of the Y chromosone. A 
tiny mutation of only one amino acid results in a 
defective SRY gene resulting in development of an 
apparently normal female (with XY chromosones) 
due to the otherwise normal expression of female 
development which is allowed to proceed un- 
hindered. About 1 per 200,000 women have an XY 
chromosone complement. Also, the X chromosone can 
sometimes carry the SRY gene resulting in an ap- 
parent male with a chromosone complement of XX. 
This occurs for about 1 of every 15,000 to 20,000 
males. Such males and females are not fertile. The 
SRY gene initiates the sex differentiation process, 
bul other genes are required to carry on and com- 
plete the plan. Some of the genes for male develop: 
ment are carried on the X chromosone and are not 
necessarily completely expressed. Furthermore, the mat- aa 
ter can be complicated by mosaicism, wherein an in- 
dividual may have different chromosones in different 
cells, ie. some cells may have the Y chromosone 
and others do not. 

Even in biology not everything may be as it 
appears, 

It is also interesting to bear in mind that from 
the evolutionary point of view, considering how 
much serological congruity there is amongst people, 
it seems likely that we all are related to a common 
female ancestor. The X chromosone and its relation: 
ship and interaction with the non-sex chromosones 
may provide evidence for a world wide sorority: we 
may all be sisters. The Y chromosone is only sig: 
nificant for procreation. After all, humanity has 
come to populate the world due to the human 
female’s fertility: our evolutionary advantage is that 
we can reproduce faster than other mammals be: 
cause we follow a pattern of menstruation instead 
of estrus, resulting in monthly fertility instead of 
yearly. Because we can out produce other animals 
we can move into ecological niches and displace 
other species that we could not physically challenge. 
it is not the patriarchal hunter, but rather the nur 
turing mother who has conquered the world, 

But then, we always knew that didn’t we? 


% 


Karena Hape 


Wovember/Decamber 199/ 


Thank You 


First off, a big thank you to 
Joanne for another Great BBQ. We 
ali had such a fine time that next 
year, Joanne, we're thinking of sub- 
sidizing it instead of giving you the 
privelege of paying for it all by 
yourself. I know, we're generous 


Thank You Too 


As many of you are already aware, 
the Gender Mosalc Crossdressers 
Survival Guide is finished and back 
from the “printer, This project war- 
rants a lot of thank yous, notably 
to the individuals and groups across 


Canada who contributed (and of 
Course our “printer“), but most espe- 
cially to the editor, Belinda Doree, 
who did a great job putting it all 
together and making it look profes- 
sional | know this idea got bigger 
and more complicated as we went 
along, but we're grateful you stuck 
with it Belinda 


people. This year, as another ex- 
ample of my own personal 
generosity, 1 will not be billing you 
for the snags I got in my pan- 
tyhose when I climbed up to the 
loft by the ladder. 

Seriously though, thanks for your 
generosity and for a _ fabulous 
autumn day in the Gatineau Hills. 
Speaking of the Survival Guide, 
those members who have not 
received their copy (it is, after all, 
a benefit of membership) and would 
like to, please talk to me. 


Ponderables 


A selection of abstracts reparted in FACTT Offawa'’s newsletler, 


Lesblan/Feminist Orientation Among Male to Female Transsexuals 


Journal of Homosexuality. Fall 1976 


Autobiographical case studies of two male to female transsexuals reveal a 
pattern of strong female identity coupled with lesbian sexual-affectional 
preference and feminist value orientation. For both informants there is 
evidence of social concern and activism from an early age, which led them 
to perceive their gender dilemmas in a political as well as personal way. 
This case material challenges the notion that transsexuals are necessarily 
“sexually Uncle Toms‘ and demonstrated that male to female transsexuals 
(like genetic women) can achiave an affirmative lasbian identity; it suggests 
more generally that the development of sexual identity is an ongoing, lifelong 
process. 


Parental Relationships During Childhood In Homosexuality, 
Transvestism and Transsexualism 


Australian & New Zealand Journal of Psychiatry, June 1979 


The nature of the relationships of 29 male homosexuals, 34 male transves- 
tites and 29 male transsexuals with their parents during childhood was as- 
sessed on the basis of the subjects’ reports and on their response to tests. 
If the subjects reports are valid, significantly more mothers of transvestite 
and transsexual parents hoped for a girl prior to the subject's birth. During 
childhood there was a trend for homosexual, transvestite and transsexual 
subjects to report that their fathers lacked interest in them or were absent 
from home. There was little evidence to support the view that homosexual, 
transvestite or transsexual subjects had pathological relationships with their 
mother. Intrafamilial childhood environmental factors Teported by homosexuals, 
transvestites and transsexuals appear to be non-specific 
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Journal of Sexual Liberty 


I've subscribed to the Journal of 
Sexual Liberty. This is actually a 
newsletter rather than a journal, and 
it’s put out by The Committee to 
Preserve Our Sexual and Civil Liber- 
tles in San Francisco. The Commit: 
tee works for all civil Hberties that 
have to do with sexuality, although 
Not surprisingly most of the issues 
Teported in the journal are of most 
interest to the gay community. (if 
our community was more willing to 
take up the battle, I’m sure we'd 
gat more coverage.) Still, I agreed 
with the philosophy so I thought I'd 
support them, although I wonder 
how much I’m supporting them 
since the subscription was only $10 
US for 12 issues per year and the 
postage to Canada over the course 
of my subscription should wipe out 
the money ! sent them. In any 
case, it’s nice to see someone stand- 
ing up for our rights, even if we 
don’t do it ourselves. 

Pll be donating the Journal of 
Sexual Liberty to our library if 
anyone is curious to have a look 
at it. The address for The Commit- 
tee to Preserve Our Sexual and 
Civil Liberties is P.O. Box 422385, 
San Francisco, CA 94142-2385. 


FACTT Ottawa 


This issue I’m starting what I hope 
will be a regular contribution from 
the FACTT Ottawa newsletter. 
These are abstracts from various 
psychiatric and sociological journals 
which, though focussing on 
transsexual issues, are nevertheless of 
general interest. I present them 
without comment, although I’m 
biting my tongue when I do so. I 
am, however, interested in your 
views. Do their theories on our 
childhood, for example, ring true to 
you? Or did you have a “pathologi- 
cal" relationship with your mother? 
Tul be polling you for your answers. 


Ted 
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Thousand Islands Boat Crul 

time in It started to get chilly, so we all ae up 
Well girls and guys, we had a fantastic stairs to the Silver Saddle country and western ba 


Kingston en femme, Belinda and I (Joanne) in the hotel As you can guess, we turned a few 
heads. The army brats, Royal Military College cadets 


t and | asked Lee- , i chuckled, 
Anne i she had. tied ' the Pesn ee aa en ae. foe te Tabs "h a 
just smiled. We attracted quite a following on the deedua tad ‘ever seen a crossdresser. We found a 


i i d whistles from the peanut ' 
fae, litte @ ie i in the Howard Johnson table near the pated Ar ae 
hotel and f of the tourists embarking on the music and order i 

od auemtarking fp serving our table thought this was great and en- 


and disembarking from the different boat cruises. I 
guess that hen you get 16 crossdresers dressed in joyed the novelty. None ie ie Lae ola 
their finest chic clothes, a few heads will turn. The us, but we had a few ie ea sheaion te 
captain and crew of another cruise ship came over real women and their boyfr ae a tt 
to us and started to ask questions and after several ida left = i ae ae ie ‘ie . 

i ini i bom- thou it was gre 
minutes of explaining cur gathering, we were bom aa sid any vowing Mehigns chlliee aod Saks 


barded with cameras. They took lots of pictures of ; 
the group standing in front of the Sea Fox II, the up and to feel good about ourselves. I asked Tina’s 
girlfriend to dance and we 


cruise ship that Lee-Anne and 

Lorraine had booked. It was a headed to the dance floor to 

lot of fun for everybody. After some rock and roll which the 

the photo session, we embarked band was playing at the time. 
After the song was over, a 


on the Sea Fox II for a wonder- : 
ful Thousand Islands cruise, com- girl on the dance floor came 
over to me and said that | 


plete with buffet supper. A 

few more pictures were taken danced better in heels than 

and a few drinks had as she did. I said thanks. A few 

everybody got to know each of the girls that we talked to 

other. We sat down to a table came down to the dance floor 
and danced with us. The last 


which the crew had set with 
white table cloths and plates. set and the last song finished © 
the evening and we headed fs 


The food was delicious. We 
had hot roast beef, all kinds of to our rooms in the hotel 
veggies, cold salads, hot’ coffee 


and tea, and trays and trays of pastries and cakes. The next morning the skies opened up and 

A very professional job done by the boat craw. dumped rain and high winds, and the waves off 
One of the crew was asking a lot of questions Lake Ontario were splashing on the breakwater of 
about crossdressing and what triggers the sensation the harbour. 1 showered and got dressed in my 

to wear female clothes, His eyes opened wide as travelling outfit while Belinda was back to the male 
one of the girls explained to him it could happen mode. We had breakfast in the hotel dining room 
at any time to anybody. You could see the gears with the girls that stayed overnight and then 
turning full speed in his head as he absorbed the headed our different ways. I made new friends and 


information. As the cruise motored on, we started to had a great time. 
get into little groups and talked shop. We rounded 


a few more islands and headed back to port in I want to thank Lee-Anne and Lorraine for host- 
Kingston. a weekend even though Lorraine could not 
make the cruise - right on ; 7 

Back in port, we headed to the terrace of the teous staff on the a Fox Pa@ tie eee 
Howard Johnson hotel and had a few more sociable the bar and front desk of the Howard Johnson 
drinks. The waitress served us with great kindness hotel in Kingston. This is one weekend | will never 
and even stopped a few people from entering our forget. 
party and causing a disturbance. Where I was sit- , 
ting, I could see the windows of the bar upstairs Next year, drag races ; om . 
and every few seconds heads would peep out and Na" 5 6" bash on the pier. Categories, 2 
look down on the terrace at our gathering of 
several beautiful girls having a few drinks. Some of Joanne _ 


the girls had to leave as they were driving back to 
Toronto, so we said our goodbyes and hoped to see 


them again. e@ 
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Book Review: Between Women 


ete is a Penguin Book publication 
ut! enbaum and Susie Orbach, who are 
Practicing psychoanalysts. It is a modest book of 
about 200 Pages with notes, bibliography and index 
dealing in ten chapters with different facets of 
women’s relationships with each other. The authors 
have a feminists sociological approach to 
Psychoanalysis and write in a popular story-telling 
style, By drawing on their personal experience as 
well as the experiences of clients and friends they 
present various scenarios and anecdotes that focus on 
how we relate to others and ourselves. 

Here are some of their comments: 

Connectedness, attachment affiliation and selfless- 
ness have been the foundations of women’s ex: 
perience. A woman knows herself and gathers a 
sense of well-being from her connection and attach- 
ment to others. Women gauge and measure themsel- 
ves in relation to friends, co-workers and neighbours. 
Women unguardedly confide in each other with an 
ease that often astounds men. Sharing is part and 
parcel of women’s relating. Talking about emotions is 
intrinsic to the contact. The texture of women’s 
relationships contain elements of compassion, sym- 
pathy and identification. 

Intuition is an awareness of the feelings and 
needs of others. A girl grows up with great needs 
unmet, and identifies the satisfying of others needs 
and complying with others as a need of her own. 
In adult relationships she is searching to find her- 
self. She is ready to adjust herself, deny herself, in- 


deed lose herself (in order to find herself) in an at: 
tachment. Women’s psychology is constructed in such 
a way that her capacities to be close and giving 

and her fear of separation are psychically inseparable, 

Whereas women search for self through connec: 
tion with others, men search for self through distin- 
guishing themselves from others. 

Women deal with anger in a different way: 
many women are intensely self-critical and imagine, 
in a difficult situation, that they are in the wrong 
or have not performed up to par. Women tend to 
internalize anger and undermine their self-image. 

Men and women have different concepts of in- 
timacy: typically men crave distance while women 
crave closeness. The masculine problem arises be- 
cause the man fears loss of his self, which distin- 
guishes him as different from the woman. Intimacy 
blurs the boundary and this attacks the male's self 
image. A couple may go out to dinner and find 
that they have little to talk about; this rarely hap- 
pens with women friends. 

The book is easy reading and does not require 
any previous knowledge of sociology or 
psychoanalysis, It is thought provoking and makes 
one pause to conjecture how the reader would 
respond and judge the various scenarios. It is worth 
reading precisely because it brings the conflicts to a 
level of awareness. 


Karen Hope 


Television: Kids in the Hall 


Scott Thompson of ARs 27 te Had’ believes most 
men have a “queen" in them. “It’s funny. Even 
gay men that consider themselves straight acting, 
you know, you get a few drinks in them and 
they’ve got a queen. Even straight men do...“ 

The CBC comedy series, seen on HBO in the 
States, is up for a grammy this year and 
Thompson’s Buddy Cole, the “philosopher bar queen 
with a substance abuse problem“ is one of the 
most popular characters on the show. The character 
was inspired by a man Thompson met at a party, 
whom he describes as “effeminate but also very 
sexy. 

“pd never come across that before and | found 
that really quite provocative." _ 

While some gay fans appreciate seeing their inter- 
ests represented, others see Buddy as a harmful 
stereotype. “I think people who are very uncomfort: 
able with their sexuality might find it very disturb: 
ing, especially those straight-acting fags that don’t 
really like themselves,“ says Thompson, who is gay 


himself. 
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“And I think maybe certain politically-correct tight- 
asses might have a hard time with him - people 
that believe that comedy should always put a polite 
face on things and that the only kind of work some- 
one from a minority can do is empowering.“ 

The reaction of heterosexual AZc’s 2” “be Had/ fans 
is also varied. “Sometimes people say to me: "Oh, 
my cousin loves that Buddy character. Hates fags - 
thinks it’s just a laugh.” 

Since all five Kids are men, they frequently 
dress as women in the sketches, but the comedy is 
never directed at women and the roles they play 
are convincing, although the plots are outrageously ab- 
surd. 

Thompson admits that the first time a man ap 
pears in drag is always slightly traumatic “Because 
there’s really a castration, and a feeling that your 
manhood is really being compromised,“ he explains. 

“And when you're gay, you're always feeling 
your manhood is being compromised. 

“And eventually you realize, who cares? And ac 
tually, compromised manhood is good manhood.“ 
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The Back Fage 


“You're fortunate. Your daughter wants to bor- 
row all your clothes — my son wants to borrow 


¢ ” 
NATIONAL ENGUIKER all of mine. 


Hanoay MORNING, IN 
A Suit AGAIN, AUSON 
DISPLAYS SOME 
ALARMING EHOTIONAL. 
PROGLEMS . 


e 


Page § Noles trom the Underground November(December 199! 


